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Dear Parents and Guardians,
We are in the process of planning for the reopening of school, and I would
like to update you on two very important points.
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As a private Catholic Academy, Saint Peter does have some flexibility with
respect to state policy and educational mandates. However, in matters
that relate to general public health and safety, St. Peter should, and will,
follow the directives and guidelines from the New York State Education
Department and Governor’s office. New York has been very successful
in flattening the curve and as an organization, Saint Peter plans to do its
part in making sure that we are implementing mandates that will lower the
risk of infection for our students, faculty and staff, and by association, the
families of our students, faculty and staff.
In terms of our timeline for planning for September, we are moving forward
with specifics for our school plan that we will be submitting to the state for
re-opening. We hope to have a final plan for you by August at the earliest.
As a reminder, our goal for opening schools is a 5-day a week, in-school
model, ensuring that as many students, using social distancing, can
safely be in our building. Although our goal is for a 100% opening, with all
participating in a 5-day a week instructional plan, this is always subject to
change.
As we continue to plan for September 2020, we must remember that all
plans are based on information we have presently received, never looking
to compromise the health and safety of all. We will continue to work and
plan, accepting changes with patience and common sense.
I thank you all for your continued support through these unpredictable
times and continue to ask for God’s blessings. May you continue to remain
safe during the remainder of the summer
Sincerely,
Mrs. Danielle Alfeo
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My 22 years at St. Peter Catholic
Academy have been among the
best of my life, and I will miss
everyone tremendously.
Many of you may not know this, but teaching was
not my first career. My years as an accountant
never came close to the fulfillment and happiness
I felt in teaching. Becoming a teacher was more
than a career; it was a calling. The fact that I could
also share the Good News of Jesus, was icing on
the cake.

I am especially grateful
to all the parents that
allowed me and trusted
me to teach their
children. It was my honor
and pleasure.
Lastly, I especially want
to thank Mrs. Alfeo for
her unflagging support
and confidence in me.
It’s not easy for someone
my age to adjust to a new principal, but Danielle
made it easy with her professionalism, guidance,
and fairness. Above all, she is one of the kindest
people I know. Mrs. Alfeo is an amazing Principal,
and the Academy is lucky to have her at the helm.

I enjoyed heading to work everyday and, even
though it was the hardest job I’ve ever had, I always
As I close this note, I want to wish Mrs. Alfeo,
looked forward to seeing my students’ smiling and
Board of Members, The Board of Directors, the
eager faces and my wonderful co-workers.
faculty, staff, students, and parents of St. Peter
Catholic Academy many years of success,
As I retire, I want to thank all the wonderful
fulfillment, and happiness.
teachers and staff I have had the honor of working
with during my time at SPCA, along with Monsignor
God bless you all.
Vaccari, and I will treasure the memories made.
Mrs. Eleanora Burns

MAKE A SOLAR OVEN
Here’s what you’ll need:
a pizza box, aluminum
foil, box cutter (or knife),
permanent marker,
ruler, Elmer’s glue,
plastic cling wrap, black
construction paper, and
tape.
Step-by-step photos
of the process can be
seen on this video:
www.icanteachmychild.
com/make-your-own-solar-oven/
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Uniform Company

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?

Flynn O’Hara

Email us:
Principal: Mrs. Danielle Alfeo
dalfeo@stpeteracademy-brooklyn.org

has changed to
located at:
6719 18th Ave,
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Secretary: Mrs. Lisa Gatto
lgatto@stpeteracademy-brooklyn.org

PLANNING YOUR FIRST WEEK
OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR
The academic year is set to begin on Wednesday, September 9, 2020.
It has been determined that a staggered schedule would be used for the
first (3) days.
With the necessity to keep students in cohorts at this time, below is our
schedule for returning to school:
Wednesday, September 9,2020............Grades 5 - 6 - 7 - 8
Thursday, September 10, 2020.............Grades 3 - 4
Friday, September 11, 2020 ..................Grades K - 1 - 2
Monday, September 14, 2020................All Grades
We will begin the academic year with a half-day schedule and a full beginning
to occur on Monday, September 14, 2020.
Nursery (3 Year Olds) and Pre-K 4 will begin the week of September 14, 2020.
Our plan is to develop videos for parents, students and teachers/staff preparing them for the first week of the academic year. The videos
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Congratulations
Filomena! As the
“Elder” faculty
members of SPCA, I
hope we have many
more years to talk
about how the music
and movies of our
youth are better than
what’s around today.
Thanks for always
being there to cheer
me up when I’m
having a bad day!
Love, Dolores

Celebrating 30 Years
Congratulations
Filomena!! You are a
hardworking and caring
individual who loves
her profession and her
school. Teaching is
not easy, even though
everyone thinks so. To
be a great teacher, one
must plant the seeds of
success and that is what
you do with every child
that you teach. May you
continue to inspire for
many years to come.
Best wishes on your 30
years!! Love, Esther

Mrs Filomena Piccolo
Congratulations Filomena!! I want to say
thank you for welcoming me the first day I
walked through St. Peter Catholic Academy
doors. It is a pleasure to know and work
with you in just a short period of time. I love
our morning chat sessions in the faculty
room or hallway when we arrive at school
very early in the mornings. Your dedication
and hard work is appreciated, and I look
forward to continuing our journey together.
I wish you continued success and service
teaching throughout the years ahead.
Happy 30 years!! Love, Lori

Working with you all these years has
been very special, Fil. We have become
very close, and I value our friendship.
I could always count on you at work to
make me smile and also not take myself
so seriously as I sometimes do. (lol)
Congratulations on 30 years of teaching!!
You are a great teacher and an inspiration
to everyone. God bless you, now and
always. Love, El

Filomena, I surely missed out on
the opportunity of having you as my
teacher when I was in 2nd Grade. (I am
also aging you, I’m sorry ) However,
it has been a pleasure to be your
co-worker for all of these years. The
number two must be our lucky number
because I was fortunate to also work
with you on the second floor. Years
of memories that I will always cherish
and keep close to my heart. You are
an inspiration! The children always
remember how gentle and nurturing
you were with them. You have always
been a true friend. Thank you for your
service and dedication to Catholic
Education and Congratulations on
celebrating 30 years! Love, Danielle

😃

Congratulations Filomena! Working with
you this past year has been fantastic! You
always know what to say & do to help
your coworkers & students bring out their
best. May God continue to bless you
All the best to you, Paula

❤

Congratulations on
your 30th year as a
teacher!! You are an
inspiration to many,
especially myself. It
is a pleasure to have
you as a co-worker but
most importantly as a
friend! I look forward
to learning more from
you on how to be the
greatest teacher in the
future. We love you
Ms Pickles!!!
Love, Joann

Dear Filomena, Congratulations on 30
years of being the true definition of an
educator! You are always willing to go
above and beyond, without hesitation. I
am so honored to work side by side, know
you, laugh with you but most importantly,
learn from you. Again, congratulations
on your years of impacting and changing
lives. Like I always say everyone needs a
“Ms. Pickles” in their lives!!
Love Always, Brianna
Congratulations Filomena!!!
Words are not enough to say
thank you for everything that
you have done in our school.
Working alongside you has been
so much fun! Every workplace
needs someone like you.
Congratulations on celebrating
30 years!! Love, Christina

Congratulations, Filomena.
Thank you for being such an
awesome co-worker and being a
close friend. When times get tough
you are always there to calm me
down. I am so grateful to have you
as a part of my life. Love, Nicole

❤

Congratulations, Filomena!!!!! I want to say that you put so much hard work
and dedication into teaching and inspired many students throughout the
years. You not only inspired the students, but myself as well. You’re an
amazing woman, co-worker, and friend who is always there to help. You
are always there to turn a frown upside down and I am so grateful for that
and to have you in my life. I love how we are the same (running up to be
the first to get food at an event because we are hangry lol). I enjoy working
with you and always think of all the good times that we had. I cannot wait
for more memories to come. Love, Denise

❤
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THE SUMMER OF COVID-19:

TIPS FOR FAMILIES TO HAVE A SAFE, FUN SEASON
Summer has arrived. After a long spring
filled with anxiety, stress and challenges
brought on by the historic pandemic, many
people are looking for ways to enjoy summer — safely. Here are some tips for families
about summer fun, safety, and things children can do to get a jump-start on education
before the new school year begins.
ROAD TRIPS
As the state begins to ease restrictions, it might
be time to think about hitting the roads to explore our Commonwealth — or our surrounding
states. Here are some important things to consider before you pack up the car and head out:
Plan ahead. Before you drive off, know your
specific plan: Where will you go, how will you
get there, where will you stay, what will you do
when you arrive, are you comfortable using public restrooms, do you have ample disinfecting
wipes and masks, where will you eat?
Be thorough. Call ahead to any place you plan
to go. Ask a manager how they are ensuring
people’s safety. Ask about refund policies, if
they are reducing the number of people to help
prevent the spread of the virus, what cleaning
protocols are in place, and if there is a quarantine requirement in the area. Ask if staff and
guests are screened for the virus. This is not
the time for any surprises — it is best to know
before you go.

Do your research. Research places online and
read recent reviews. Did the hotel have issues
with too many people gathered around the pool
not wearing masks? Is the bedding washed in
between guests? Did the restaurant have tables six feet apart and paper menus to prevent
spread? Was there a recent outbreak of the
virus at the destination you are planning to go?
Does your desired destination have reduced
hours and, if so, what are the hours?
Each state is different. Know in advance what
the requirements are for quarantining if you
cross state lines, and then abide by these rules.
Pack plenty of masks. Masks are required in
many public areas and when outside and not
able to social distance. Masks might be required
in places like hotel lobbies and pools.
Communicate with your family. Talk with every
member of your family who will be on the road
trip and make sure they understand that while it
will be a fun trip, it will not be the same carefree
summer vacation as they may have enjoyed in
prior years. There is an historic pandemic this
summer and while fun is important, public safety
is paramount.
EXPLORING YOUR OWN COMMUNITY
Summer is a great time to get to know your own
community and explore new destinations and
activities in your neighborhood. Perhaps there
is a bike trail you have yet to pedal down, or a
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farm where you can pick your own fruit. Many
communities are trying new ways this summer
to help support local businesses and restaurants
— such as blocking off the downtown area to
promote outdoor dining. Now is the time to really
get to know your community! Have a staycation
and challenge your family to discover one “hidden gem” about your community each day.
BEACHES
New England beaches are always popular, and
especially this summer as people come out of
their homes after months inside. Here are some
tips to enjoy the beach safely:
Know before you go: Be aware of parking rules
and fees. Are the public restrooms open and
cleaned often? Is food available at the beach
and if so, how are they keeping people safe?
When you pack up the sunscreen and snacks,
be sure you include your mask and a few extras (in case they get blown away or taken by a
seagull!).
Consider going to the beach at off-peak times.
Some of the most beautiful, peaceful times
at the beach are at dusk as the sun sets, the
crowds dissipate, the air cools and the moon
shines. Take a camera and make sure you get
some great shots! You may even save on parking fees at these off-peak hours.
POOLS
It is true, chlorine kills most germs. According
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there is no evidence that the virus can be
spread to humans through pools, especially
pools that are well-maintained and treated with
appropriate levels of chlorine. However, here
are some important things to keep in mind if you
are at a public or hotel pool this summer:

Keep your distance — social that is. Social
distancing around the pool, on the deck, on the
lounge chairs, everywhere, is very important to
reduce spread of the virus.
If the pool gets busy, hop out and take a break
until fewer people are in the water.
Wear your mask when you are out of the water
for the best way to reduce the spread of the
virus.
KEEPING UP WITH ACADEMICS
After the spring of remote learning, some children may have fallen behind with academics.
Summer is a great time for learning. Make
use of free resources, including local libraries
and online programs, such as Khan Academy,
Duolingo, and other academic sites. Reach out
to your teachers or school administrators for
suggestions on how to keep your child engaged
with academics. Teachers may be available to
offer small group or 1:1 instruction for students
this summer. With many camps cancelled, camp
counselors may be available for tutoring children
and engaging with them to learn in unique, fun
ways (something most counselors excel at).
One of the best ways to keep your child learning this summer is to encourage them to follow
their passions. Perhaps they love drawing —
dedicate a day each week to art that is based
on children’s books. If they love the outdoors,
have them build an outdoor fort using math and
technical skills. This is the summer to think outof-the-box!
For More Tip:
www.emersonhospital.org/articles/family-summer-tips-covid-pandemic
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